
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2016 
 

Chairwoman Kathy Connell convened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. at the CDOT 
Headquarters in Denver. 
 

PRESENT WERE:  Kathy Connell, Chairwoman, District 6 
Shannon Gifford, District 1 
Ed Peterson,  District 2 

Gary Reiff, Vice Chair District 3 
Heather Barry, District 4 

Kathy Gilliland, District 5 
Sidny Zink, District 8 
Bill Thiebaut, District 10 

Steven Hofmeister, District 11  
 

EXCUSED:   
Kathy Hall, District 7 
Nolan Schriner, District 9 

    
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Shailen Bhatt, Executive Director 

   Michael Lewis, Deputy Executive Director 
Josh Laipply, Chief Engineer 

Debra Perkins-Smith, Director of Transportation Development 
Maria Sobota, CFO 
Herman Stockinger, Government Relations Director 

Paul Jesaitis, Region 1 Transportation Director 
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director  
Johnny Olson, Region 4 Transportation Director 

Mike McVaugh, Region 5 Transportation Director 
Kathy Young, Chief Transportation Counsel  

Scott McDaniel, Staff Services Director 
David Spector, HPTE Director 
Ryan Rice, Operations Division Director 

Mark Imhoff, Director of Transit and Rail 
Vince Rogalski, STAC Chairman 

David Ulane, Director of Aeronautics 
John Cater, FHWA Administrator 
Chris Wedor, Director of Audit Division 

 
AND:  Other staff members, organization representatives, 

the public and the news media 

 
An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 

documents in the Transportation Commission office. 
 
Audience Participation 

 
Chairwoman Connell opened the meeting for general public comment.  



Chairwoman Connell noted there would be a public comment period for the STIP 
Draft immediately following the Bridge Enterprise Board of Directors meeting. 

 
Jim Sooby, President of the Colorado Rail Passenger Association spoke to the 

restoration of the Ski Train. His organization has worked closely with Winter Park 
and Amtrack to bring the train back to life. The association strongly supports the 
resolution for the Ski Train. 

 
Gary Defrange, President of the Winter Park resort gave a brief history of the ski 
train. He stated that a lot of work has gone into restoring the ski train, and are now 

in a position to do that. The infrastructure is there, the trains are there, and they 
could start in 2017. Winter Park asks the Commission to support this resolution to 

bring back the Ski Train. 
 
Happy Haynes, Director of Denver Parks and Recreation echoed the thoughts of Gary 

and Jim in support of funding the Ski Train. Denver has supported this partnership 
and looks forward to the Ski Train returning. 

 
 
Executive Director’s Report 

Executive Director Bhatt recognized a few new faces in the room, Region 5 RTD Mike 
McVaugh and Audit Director Chris Wedor. He also thanked Dave Eller and R3 folks 
for their hard work to re-open I-70 after the rock fall event. Finally he stated that he 

is proud of the number of projects that have recently opened in the area. 
 

Individual Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Zink attended two TPR’s in April. At one, Mike Timlin gave a great 

presentation about the possibilities of intercity bus service throughout the state. 
Additionally, she thanked Nancy Shanks for her years of service in the area as 
communications manager and welcomed Mike McVaugh as new RTD. 

 
Commissioner Peterson has been busy in Region 2. He attended meetings with 

Jefferson County, and the Jefferson County VFW. He thanked Paul Jestaitis for 
assisting him at those meetings. Additionally, he thanked Commissioner Barry for 
setting up the DBE meet and greet. 

 
Commissioner Thiebaut attended the Region 2 Remembrance Day meeting earlier in 

the month. He appreciated the event and though that Karen, Maria and John Cater 
all did a great job at the event and was reminded of the sacrifices employees have 
made for the state. He also put his thoughts out to Commissioner Schriner as he 

recovers from surgery.  
 
Commissioner Gifford noted that she has heard a lot from people involved with the 

Ski Train, and is excited that this great asset to the state might be returning. She 
also thanked Commissioner Barry for setting up the DBE meet and greet. 

 
Commissioner Barry gave a report out on the DBE committee meeting. She stated 
that it was a great opportunity to hear the stories and challenges DBE’s face. 

Additionally, in the month of April, she attended the North I-25 Shoulder Lanes 
opening.  



 
Commissioner Gilliland stated that she thought the DBE event was robust and 

exhilarating. She had a very busy month of April. In her district, there was a scenic 
byways project that was going to be shut down. However thanks to the help of Paul 

Jesaitis and John Vetterling, the project will go ahead. Additionally she brought up 
how great the local support has been for the TIGER grant to expand North I-25. 
Finally, she attended the express lane opening on I-25, and was excited to hear about 

the traffic improvements the lanes have offered. 
 
Commissioner Reiff thanked Ron Papsdorf for setting up a great trip to Washington 

DC for him, Chairwoman Connell, and Shailen. He also took a moment to discuss 
how impressed he has been with the PPSL project. He stated he drove it 6 years ago 

when the project was proposed, but never imagined it would work and look like it 
does.  
 

Chairwoman Connell thanked Commissioner Barry for the very successful DBE meet 
and greet, and gave Dave Eller kudos for opening up I-70 in a prompt fashion after 

the rock fall event. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report 

 
Chief Engineer Josh Laipply mentioned that the Director of FHWA made it out to the 
I-25 managed lanes project and discussed a number of freight items in the area. 

CDOT submitted four FASTLANE grants thanks to staff’s hard effort. He believes the 
grants were very strong and impressive. 

 
HPTE Director’s Report 
 

HPTE director David Spector reported that the HPTE retreat was very successful. He 
also stated that the projects on I-25 are going successfully as well. He noted that on 
US 36, there has been a 20-29% improvement in speeds since the toll lanes have 

opened. He then gave an update on the status of the Central 70 and C-470 projects. 
C-470 has selected a bidder, while Central 70 is still in the bidding process 

 
FHWA Division Administrator Report 
 

FHWA Division Administrator John Cater spoke about the performance measures 
from Map21. The final rules have been published for how to follow and take part in 

this important program. These are the first rules of many that will be coming 
through. This will help better quantify how transportation is performing throughout 
the country. Additionally, he mentioned that last week was national work zone safety 

week. He complemented CDOT for holding their remembrance day events. 
 
STAC 

Vince Rogalski updated the commission on STAC’s meeting in March. He highlighted 
that statewide plan process is going through a lessons learned activity. He noted that 

as the plans progress, they are improving every year thanks to the lessons learned 
process. He also noted that changes to the STIP go through the regional MPOs and 
TPR’s. Finally, Tony DeVito gave an update on the Central 70 program to STAC. 

 
Act on Consent Agenda 



Commissioner Thiebaut complimented staff for their work on the Safe Routes To 
School Program. He believes this is a great program that benefits the state greatly. 

 
Commission Peterson echoed Commissioner Thiebaut’s comments on the Safe Routes 

to School Program. 
 
Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Commissioner Thiebaut moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner 
Peterson seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  

 
Resolution #TC-16-4-1 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Regular Meeting 
Minutes for March 17, 2016, are approved. 

 
Additions to FY 16 Maintenance $50,000 to $150,000 (Kyle Lester) 

 
Resolution #TC-16-4-2 



 
 
Federal Lands Access Program Applications 

Resolution #TC-16-4-3 



 
 
FY 16 Safe Routes to School Projects 

Resolution #TC-16-4-4 



 

 
 
Disposal of a Portion of the Wiggins rest Area 

Resolution #TC-16-4-5 



 



 
 
 

 
Discuss and Act on the 10th Budget Supplement of FY 2016 

CFO Maria Sobota introduced the commission to the 10th Budget Supplement of 
2016 and opened the floor for questions. 
 

Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Commissioner Barry moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner 
Gilliland seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 

unanimously.  
 

Transit Funding WP Express 
Mark Imhoff brought up the request for Transit Funding for the Winter Park Express. 
The rail line needs $3 million for a platform and switches. The improvements would 

be paid for, 50% by 228 funds, 50% from Union Pacific, Colorado Rail, and Denver. 
 

Commissioner Gifford voiced her support for this program. She stated the ski train 
serves a huge role in the country and locally. Additionally, it spares some traffic from 
I-70. 

 
Commissioner Reiff and Commissioner Gilliland echoed their support for the project, 
and thanked those who came to speak on its behalf. 

 



Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Commissioner Peterson moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner 

Barry seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  

 
Resolution #TC-16-4-7 

 
 

First Amendment to PPSL IAA 
David Spector stated this IAA was created to update and reflect consistency with the 
loan agreement. Mr. Spector opened the floor for questions. 

 
Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Commissioner Gilliland moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner 
Gifford seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  



 
Federal Discretionary Grant 

Herman Stockinger gave an update on the TIGER grant that has been applied for for 
the north I-25 project. The project breaks down to $100 million for state funds, $20 

million for federal funds, and $5 million of 228 funds. Receiving the TIGER grant 
would close this gap. He went on to demonstrate that there is strong local support for 
this project, as many municipalities have committed money. 

 
Commissioner Thiebaut thanked Herman and his staff for their efforts. He 
encouraged staff to keep looking at the Lamar reliever route as there is large local 

support for that project. 
 

Commissioner Gilliland appreciates the people up north for stepping up to help make 
this project a reality. 
 

Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Commissioner Gilliland moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner 

Thiebaut seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  
 

 
Resolution #TC-16-4-8 



 
 
Adjournment 
Chairwoman Connell closed the January Transportation Commission meeting at 2:18 

p.m. 


